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This is in response to the petition filed September 9, 2002, by Brian C. Oakes on behalf of 
WorldCom, Inc. and MCI Communications Corp. requesting that the inventor, Mike Galobay, be 
excluded from access to the above referenced application. - 

The petition is DISMISSED. 

The petition indicates that a copy of Mr. Galobay' s employment agreement with MCI 
Communications Corp. has been recorded with the Office. The petition also indicates that 
assignment documents executed by the other inventors have been recorded with the Office. 

The assignee of record of the entire interest may request that the inventor be prevented from 
obtaining access to an application file. See MPEP § 106. 

It is clear from the facts alleged in the petition that WorldCom is not the assignee of record of the 
entire right, title and interest in the above referenced application. The petition is Dismissed until 
petitioner establishes that WorldCom, Inc. is the assignee of record of the entire right, title and 
interest in the above referenced application. 

Any renewed request must meet the requirements for establishing the right of an assignee to take 
action as required by 37 CFR §3. 73(b). The ownership statement must be signed by someone 
authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. A power of attorney to prosecute a patent application 
is not sufficient to authorize signing a statement under 37 CFR § 3.73(b). See MPEP § 324. 

The original basis for withholding access to a patent application is that an inventor who has 
assigned his interest has no basis in reviewing the prosecution. Even where an inventor has no 
ownership interest, some inventors may have a continued financial interest, e.g., if he is to receive 
a bonus if the patent issues, or personal interest, e.g., where he would like to add the patent to his 
resume. In this application given that WorldCom, Inc. has not established a 100% interest, and 
iven that the non-signing inventor will not be allowed to prosecute application, and there is no 
arm to his continued access, it is not appropriate to grant the petition at this time. 
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Any correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows: 

By mail: Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Box DAC 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

By FAX: (703) 872-9005 

Attn: Office Patent Legal Administration/Michael L. Lewis 

By hand: Crystal Plaza 4, CP4-3C23 

2201 South Clark Place 
Arlington, VA 

Telephone inquiries should be directed to Michael L. Lewis at (703) 306-5585. 



Karin Ferriter 



Senior Legal Advisor 
Office Patent Legal Administration 
Office of the Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Examination Policy 



